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Overview and Access

•	 Palliative Care Formulary (PCF) supports health professionals with practical, evidence-based 
advice regarding symptom control and drug use at the end of life. It is designed to assist 
palliative care specialists, GPs, nurses, and pharmacists in making confident clinical decisions.

•	 Now a digital-only resource on MedicinesComplete, PCF benefits from regular monthly updates, 
ensuring immediate access to the latest guidance without waiting for print editions.

•	 You can access the resource from the MedicinesComplete homepage, where you can search 
across all subscribed resources or use the left-hand pane to filter specifically by Palliative Care 
Formulary.

Navigating monographs

•	 PCF features over 142 drug monographs, alongside selected drug class monographs. The 
information is presented to you in a standardised format covering indications, pharmacology, 
side effects, and dosing.

•	 Monographs also include advice on off-label indications and routes of administration.

•	 You can use the navigation panel to jump directly to the specific section you need.

•	 You will find that all content is fully referenced and provides direct links to primary literature to 
support further research.



The Royal College of Pharmacy’s Knowledge Business   3

U S E R  G U I D E

Clinical topics and guidance

•	 If you are looking to go beyond drug monographs, PCF includes clinical topics and symptom 
management sections that discuss the use of drugs alongside practical management 
strategies.
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•	 You can access background and summary information on specific subjects, such as 
prescribing in renal impairment.

•	 Find practical advice for administering medicines to patients who cannot swallow or those 
requiring continuous subcutaneous syringe drivers.

 Using Drug Compatibility Checker

•	 A subscription to the PCF includes access to the syringe driver clinical practice reports within 
the Drug Compatibility Checker. This unique database displays both published data and 
clinical practice reports to assist you in evidence-based decision-making regarding the 
compatibility of drugs given by continuous subcutaneous infusion over 24 hours.

•	 You can search for up to six drugs combined in a single syringe, with results initially present a 
high-level summary for quick guidance, followed by expanded, fully referenced results detailing 
relevance to palliative care.
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•	 Clinical practice reports describe the visual appearance of drug combinations, based on 
diluent, concentrations, and user observations submitted by professionals in hospice and 
palliative care.
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Disclaimer
MedicinesComplete is aimed at health professionals and assumes a level of professional training to interpret the information on this site. Information on the selection and 
clinical use of medicines is designed for prescribers, pharmacists and other health professionals and is not suitable for patients or the general public. All information should be 
interpreted in light of professional knowledge and supplemented as necessary with specialist publications, and all users are responsible for ensuring appropriate use or reliance 
on such information. Although Pharmaceutical Press Limited make reasonable efforts to update the information on MedicinesComplete, Pharmaceutical Press Limited make no 
representations, warranties or guarantees, whether express or implied, that the content is accurate, complete, or up to date. So far as permitted by law, Pharmaceutical Press 
Limited will not accept liability for damages, in any form, arising from or in relation to MedicinesComplete, or for a temporary inability to access this site. For more information 
please see our Website Terms and Conditions.

© 2026 Pharmaceutical Press Limited. Copying of MedicinesComplete content without permission is not permitted.
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Palliative Care Formulary

Palliative Care Formulary (PCF) provides unrivalled and expert drug information for health professionals 
when caring for adult patients facing progressive life-limiting diseases.
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